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The Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Organization of Liberians in Minnesota, 
Dr. Clarence Yaskey, has appealed to Minneapolis Mayor, R.T. Rybak, to assist in the 
extension of Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) for Liberians. Dr. Yaskey said the 
extension will allow those Liberians on DED to stay in the US for additional 18 months. 
Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians will expire next month. 
 



The OLM Board Chair made the appeal last Friday when he headed a four-man 
delegation to the Mayor’s office in downtown Minneapolis, Minnesota. Members of the 
delegation included Margaret Toweh, Kamaty Diahn and John Jenkins Bartee. 
 
Responding, Mayor R. T. Rybak thanked the delegation for their visit and said he would 
do his best to help Liberians on DED but did not make any promise. He told the 
delegation to work with Minnesota’s Senators and Congressmen.  
 
Mr. John Bartee, Acting Executive Director, extended an invitation to Mayor Rybak to 
visit OLM’s Community Center in Brooklyn Park.  The Mayor accepted Mr. Bartee’s 
invitation. 
 
Meanwhile, the Organization of Liberians in Minnesota has begun several new programs 
to benefit Liberians in Minnesota. The programs are: job coaching and placement 
services, housing placement, ESL Referral Services and Immigration Services. Other 
programs include Resume Development, foreclosure Prevention and Counseling 
Services.   
 
OLM is also working with newly arrived refugees and Asylees gain employment and find 
housing. 

 
Photos from the meeting with the Mayor. 

 
 

 
The Mayor greets Mr. Bartee 

 



 
The Mayor listening to the delegation  

 
 

 
Mayor Rybak addressing the delegation 

 
 



 
Hon. Bartee extending an invitation to the Mayor to visit OLM Office 

 
 

 

 
May Rybak stressing a point during the meeting  
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and Hon. Kamaty Diahn  OLM Board Member  

 
 
 



 
Dr. Yaskey makes an appeal to the Mayor as Mr. Bartee looks on 

 
 

Click here for more 
 


